
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      
           

U.S. Pavilion at 13th Venice Architecture Biennale 
Launches Website and Open Call for Projects

(New York, NY  - 18 January 2012) —The U.S. Pavilion at the 13th Venice 
Architecture Biennale, devoted to the theme Spontaneous Interventions: Design 
Actions for the Common Good, has launched a new website to share information 
about the exhibition and to broaden the call for projects to be considered 
for inclusion. Organized by the Institute for Urban Design, Spontaneous 
Interventions will examine the nascent movement of architects, designers, 
planners, artists and everyday community members initiating their own 
projects to bring positive change to the urban realm.     

The exhibition will feature a range of realized interventions that expand 
the comfort, functionality, inclusiveness, safety, and sustainability of U.S. 
cities. Motivated by a renewed sense of social and political engagement, 
featured projects include: guerrilla bike lanes, community gardens, urban 
farms, occupations, urban repair squads, pop-up markets, crowdsourced 
urban planning, chairbombing, sharing networks, temporary architecture, 
and communication campaigns, plus digital projects that make cities more 
navigable, accessible, and transparent. Spontaneous Interventions will frame an 
archive of actionable strategies that bring immediate citizen-led improvements 
to cities. Taken together, these projects demonstrate an alternative to 
traditional, top-down approaches to urban revitalization. 

The website will continue to grow over the next nine months, expanding to 
include a news column, curators’ blog, links to related articles and resources, 
and list of participants and projects. When the Biennale opens in September, 
the site will include a participants’ blog, a searchable database of projects, and 
guide to programs in Venice and the United States during the Biennale.  

Architects, designers, planners and artists who have realized an intervention 
in a U.S. city are encouraged to submit their projects by February 6 in order 
to be reviewed during the next curators’ meeting. Additional details about 
project criteria and submission requirements can be found on the Spontaneous 
Interventions website: www.spontaneousinterventions.org.

About the Curators
Cathy Lang Ho is the commissioner and curator of the U.S. Pavilion. She is 
a New York-based writer and editor, and a board member of the Institute 
for Urban Design. Co-curator Ned Cramer is the editor-in-chief of Architect 
magazine, the official media partner of the U.S. Pavilion, and curatorial 
strategist David van der Leer is the assistant curator of architecture and design 
at the Guggenheim Museum. For a full list of curatorial advisors, visit www.
spontaneousinterventions.org/team.

About the Institute for Urban Design
Since 1979, the New York–based Institute for Urban Design has served as 
a central platform for debate among architects, planners, policy-makers, 
developers, academics, journalists, and urbanists. The Institute operates as 
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a think tank and advocacy group, drawing on the collected experience and 
knowledge of its large fellowship to bring important issues into wider public 
debate through lectures, events, and publications.   

About the U.S. Representation at the Venice Biennale
The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. Department of 
State supports and manages official U.S. participation at the Venice Architecture 
Biennale. The selection of the Institute for Urban Design resulted from an 
open competition and followed the recommendation of the Federal Advisory 
Committee on International Exhibitions (FACIE), convened by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. U.S. representation at this global event ensures that the 
excellence, vitality, diversity and innovation of the architecture in the United 
States are effectively showcased abroad, and provides an opportunity to engage 
foreign audiences to increase mutual understanding.

About Architect magazine
Architect, the media partner of the U.S. Pavilion, is based in Washington, D.C., 
and is the official magazine of the American Institute of Architects.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:  

Christine Abbate, Novità Communications, chris@novitapr.com, (718) 783-3160
Kristin Coleman, Novità Communications, kristin@novitapr.com, (718) 857-3782
Anne Guiney, Institute for Urban Design, guiney@ifud.org, (212) 366-0780
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